BUGLE JUNE 2007

Commanders Corner:

As we begin a new Legion year we can look back on a year of growth and accomplishment for
our post. This time last year, we had 82 members. Our membership now stands at 126.

Congratulations to all of you who have contributed to our revitalization. The credit extends
throughout the post. The efforts of our membership chairman, the special welcome that each of
you have extended to our new members, and the participation in community activities have been
outstanding.

Remember, every time we are out in the community we are not only reminding our fellow
citizens of our presence in the community, we are extending the hand of friendship to all
veterans who have yet to become affiliated with the American Legion. Be proud of your service
and welcome your fellow veterans in from the cold! Well done!

Regards,

Bob

Mark Your Calendar

Next Three Meeting Dates
06/13/07
07/11/07
08/08/07

Special Events

June 23. 9:30 am. Joint Flag Retirement Ceremony with Boy Scout Troop 32.

Greenlawn FD, Boulevard Ave, Greenlawn. Please bring any old, worn or faded American Flags
so they may be retired with dignity. Ask among your neighbors if they have a flag they need to
discard. They are more than welcome to attend our ceremony. At the same time ask if anyone in
their household is a veteran.

Rifle Donation
Thanks to our new SAL commander Tony Corrente for the 30.06 parade rifle. It should be a fine
addition to our color guard for many years to come.




Flag Deposit Box

We have become the proud recipient of an old post office mail deposit box. This was provided
by Assemblyman Andrew Raia and the Northport Postmaster John Juray. Thanks to SAL
Commander Corrente for making this possible. We plan to refurbish and repaint the box and
convert it into a Flag Deposit Box for old and worn flags for the community. We hope to
permanently locate the box in a prominent place in the Greenlawn community.

Vietnam Era Veterans

In 2003 the Town of Huntington unveiled a Viet Nam War Monument to mark the official 30w
Anniversary of the secession of Hostilities of the Viet Nam War. It is opposite the World War 11
and Korean monuments in our Veterans Plaza. The town is now in the process of adding one
additional plaque to this monument. To be eligible the Viet Nam Era Veteran must have

been a resident of Huntington anytime in their lifetime for a minimum of six months, and

have served anywhere in the military of our Country, anytime from February 28, 1961 to

May 7th, 1975.

Time is running out for names to be added to this final plaque. To have a Huntington Town
veterans name added to the monument, please return the enclosed application to Carol Rocco at

the Huntington Veterans Advisory Committee as soon as possible.

When you have the time, please visit Veterans Plaza to view all our monuments.

St. Patricks Day Parade: Photo and Caption

Memorial Day Town of Huntington Wreath Ceremony

Members of all the Town’s Veterans organizations participated in the annual wreath ceremony at
our beautiful Veterans Plaza on the morning of May 27. Our own Past Commander George
Henry assisted in the presentation of a wreath at the WWI memorial with Len Totora of
Huntington Post 360. Wreaths were also placed on the monuments for WWII, Korea and
Vietnam.

The keynote speaker, Major Christopher Daniels recently returned from a tour of duty with the
69" Infantry gave an impressive speech urging the nation’s political leaders to support the troops
and their mission in Iraq.



Lovalty Day Parade

Members of Post 1244 took part for the first time in the Loyalty Day Parade on Sunday May 6 in
Massapequa. On this national holiday, we express allegiance to our Nation and its founding
ideals, and resolve to ensure that the blessings of liberty endure and extend for generations to
come.

Memorial Day :

Monday, May 28. Greenlawn Post 1244°s marchers began to gather at our rendezvous on West
Maple Avenue long before anyone else participating in this year’s Greenlawn Memorial Day
Parade.

By 8:45 a.m. it was apparent that this was going to be one of the largest contingents our post has
presented for many years. By the time we stepped off down Broadway on the way to The
Greenlawn monument, we had 22 members of our post and SAL squadron participating.

Our % ton weapons carrier, Tony Corrente’s convertible and our Legion Rider chapter with two
motorcycles added to the excitement. Thankfully, the weather remained cool and overcast with
none of the predicted showers.

The ceremony at the monument was impressive and well attended by the public. We can all be
proud of the tribute we paid to those who paid the ultimate price for our freedoms.

Later that afternoon, over 30 of our legion members and family had a cookout hosted at the
home of Bill and Carolyn Polakos. The weather was great and the company could not have been
better. Thanks to the culinary efforts of Bill Polakos and Dennis Giunta at the grills, no one went
hungry. We are all looking forward to our next get together sometime around Labor Day. Watch
this space.




May want to include the following if space permits:
MIA / POW

Statistics

South East Asia: 1,784
Korea: 8,100

Cold War: 123

World War II: 78,773
World War I: 4,452

Operation Iraqi Freedom / Gulf War

Missing: Military 3: Lt. Commander Michael S. Speicher, SSG Keith R. Maupin,
USAR SPC Ahmed K. Altaie.

(Civilians missing: 11)

Hostages Executed: Nicholas Berg, Iraq ¢ Paul Johnson, Saudi Arabia * Eugene "Jack"
Armstrong, Iraq * Jack Hensley, Iraq * Tom Fox, Baghdad, Iraq

May God bless all of our Prisoners and Missing and those who wait

Thanks to Mark Tuchman, the new owner of Big Z Beverage on Jericho Tpke. for offering to sell
American Legion Poppies for us at his store over the Memorial Day weekend. These funds will
be used to improve the lives of our disabled veterans.





