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Upcoming Events 

 Sunday, May 25/ Huntington 

Memorial Day Wreath Cere-

mony 

 Monday, May 26/ Greenlawn 

Memorial Day Parade/BBQ  

 Wednesday, June 11/

Monthly Meeting 

 Saturday, June 14/Flag Day 

Retirement Ceremony 

 Wednesday, July 9/   Month-

ly Meeting             

Visit Our Web Site for More Details 

www.Post1244.org 
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 By Allen Shaw, Bugle Reporter 

Norwood Elementary School Principal 

Michael Genovese and students wel-

comed the American Legion Post 1244 

Flag Collection Box to kick off the tour of 

the "Old Glory Box" through the six grade 

schools of the Northport School District. 

Julia Labuskes, a parent, arranged the 

tour with the American Legion post. 

The "Old Glory Box" is used to collect 

worn, frayed and soiled American Flags 

to be disposed of in a proper ceremony,  

on Flag Day, with the cooperation of the 

Boy Scouts, Troop 32, the Greenlawn 

Fire Department and Post 1244. 

More than 200 old flags were collected on 

the last tour of the box through the El-

wood and Harborfield School districts and 

are waiting for this years’ ceremony. 

Mrs. Labuskes has also been making 

special guest appearances at schools 

teaching the children how to show re-

spect for our Nation's Flag. 

The "Old Glory Box," a retired Post Office 

Mail Box, was decorated by Cycle-Delics 

of Bay Shore and will move through the 

schools on the following schedule: 

Norwood Ave. School 4/29 THRU 5/07 

Ocean Ave. School 5/07 THRU 5/16 

Pulaski Road School 5/16 THRU 5/23 

Dickinson Ave. School 5/23 THRU 5/30 

Bellerose Ave. School 5/30 THRU 6/06 

Fifth Ave. School 6/06 THRU 6/13 

Dennis Giunta is the 2nd Vice Com-

mander at Post 1244 and coordinator 

for the flag collection box . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posted by Tim 

Healy, News-

day, May 4. 

The Bugle Team  would 

like to express  their ap-

preciation for your posi-

tive feedback on our new 

look and features: OUR 

Pleasure!   

 We are also pleased to 

announce we have re-

ceived another grant 

from Suffolk County, 

and we entered the 

New York American 

Legion Press Associa-

tion Best Paper Con-

test.  Well, you said we 

looked great! Results 

to follow.      

Greenlawn Bugle, Thank you, New Grant, Legion Contest 

“Flag collection box goes to Northport” 

http://www.newsday.com/
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Vice Commander’s Call to Members   

Post 1244 Supports and Honors Jacob’s Light 

that when I leave this 
world, my last thoughts 
will be of my family and 
my comrades.....such 
good men."          

Author Unknown 

 ♦  ♦  ♦  

Profound words that en-
compass my feelings to-
ward my comrades.  I am 
surrounded by heroes !!  My 
heroes...Members of 
Greenlawn Post 1244. 

 Dennis  

 

Tucked away on page 
58 of the May edition of 
the American Legion 
Magazine was an article 
by an unknown author—
my thoughts will follow… 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

 " I now know why men 
who have been to war 
yearn to reunite.  Not 
to tell stories or look at 
old pictures.  Not to 
laugh or weep.  Com-
rades gather because 
they long to be with 
the men who once act-
ed at their best; men 
who suffered and sac-
rificed, who were 

stripped of their human-
ity.  I did not pick these 
men.  They were deliv-
ered by fate and by the 
military.  But I know 
them in a way I know no 
other men.  I have never 
given anyone such 
trust.  They were willing 
to guard something 
more precious than my 
life.  They would have 
carried my reputation, 
the memory of me.  It 
was part of the bargain 
we all made, the reason 
we were so willing to 
die for one another.  As 
long as I have memory, 
I will think of them all, 
every day.  I am sure 

Jacob’s Light Foundation has provided comfort from home for 
thousands of our deployed servicemen and women in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The organization was founded by Dorine Kenney in 
honor of her son, Jacob, who was killed on November 13, 2003   
in Iraq. Prior to his death, Jacob had requested his Mom send 
one of her care packages to a friend, and it grew from there!  

Today Dorine, continues the mission to comfort and support our 
brave heroes overseas, with the help of American Legion Post 
1006 of Brentwood, numerous volunteers, and donations.    

Greenlawn Post 1244 has nominated Dorine Kenney for the 
New York Senate Woman of Distinction Award, through the of-
fice of State Senator Carl Marcellino. We can think of no one 
more deserving of this honor.  

 

Vice Commander Dennis Madden 

Greenlawn Post 1244 Places Twice in County Bowling Tournament Finals  

were no less exciting, pins 

flying, bowling balls twisting 

and the crowds was stunned 

at the upset results.  Habor 

Post 417 of East Setauket 

had placed 1st, and our 

Greenlawn Teams secured 

the 2nd and 3rd spots with 

exactly the same score!           

WOW! WHAT TEAMWORK!       

On two consecutive Sun-

days,  March 30 and April 

6 Greenlawn Post 1244 

fielded two teams in the 

American Legion County 

Bowling Tournament.  

The Farmingdale Bowling 

Center was packed as 

spectators and participants 

made their way to the 

lanes. The action was fast 

and furious as pins and 

balls cracked with strikes, 

spares and an occasional 

gutter-ball.  

When the first round was 

over Greenlawn had two 

teams heading to the fi-

nals—while exhausted we 

were ready!  

The playoffs on April 6 

They Have Shipped Over 170,000 Pounds To Date! 

There are heroes everywhere you look! 
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Post Activities Board  
 

Listen Veteran by George Henry 

 

 Improves and expands VA’s ability to care for Veterans returning 

with TBI, including research, screening and care coordination with 

Non-VA providers. 

 Requires a comprehensive policy to address mental health conditions, 

including PTSD. 

 Requires DOD and VA to streamline the records transmission process. 

 Provides for a more seamless transition between active  duty and 

Veterans’ status, including a single physical exam for DOD and VA 

benefits. 

 Creates a Wounded Warrior Resource Center to serve as a single point 

of contact for service members, their families, and primary caregivers 

to report issues with facilities, obtain health care and receive benefits 

information. 

 Requires the VA to provide age appropriate nursing home care for 

our Veterans. 

 Allows members of the National Guard and Reserves that are eligible 

for Reserve Education Assistance Program (REAP) to use their educa-

tion benefits for ten years after separation. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Veterans and service members should always contact the appropriate benefit 

service administrator to confirm their eligibility.  Please contact our Post if we 

can be of any assistance.  

George  

Post 1244 Service Officer 

New Law Improves VA Health Care… 

Returning Service Members and Veterans will 

now benefit by the National Defense Authoriza-

tion Act signed by the President. 

The NDAA contains provisions improving the 

transition from active duty to Veterans’ status 

and improving health care for returning ser-

vice members, especially those with Traumatic 

Brain Injury (TBI) or mental health issues, in-

cluding Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

THE KEY PROVISIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS 

 Provides an additional 3 years of ac-

cess to free VA health care for returning  

service members from IRAQ and Af-

ghanistan.  It also extends dental Cov-

erage from 90 days to 180 days. 



Greenlawn Post 1244 Elected Officers for 2008/2009 

Greenlawn Post 1244 

Suffolk County, New York 

Post Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of the month, 8:00pm 

Knights of Columbus Hall, 24 Boulevard Avenue 

Phone: 631-673-8704 

Email: Post1244@Verizon.net 

'FOUNDED IN 1943 AND HONORED BY PEOPLE WHO CARE' COMMANDER 'S  C OR NER  

We are on the web, 

www.Post1244.org 

Greenlawn Bugle: Editor and Production  Manager, Allen Schwartz;  Post Photographer & Contributing Writer Allen Shaw 

 

 

 

 

  Bob Santo , Commander 

 

Lance Corporal Jordan C. Haerter of Sag Harbor was killed in Iraq 
on April 22, 2008.  The 19-year-old Marine was standing guard 
when a dump truck packed with 2,000 pounds of explosives sped 
toward the compound. When the driver refused to stop, Haerter and 
Cpl. Jonathan T. Yale, stood in its path and opened fire. The truck 
rolled to a stop 30 feet from the entry point and exploded, killing 

both Marines, demolishing a mosque and injuring 20 Iraqi civilians. 

The heroic actions of these young men saved the lives of 33 Marines 
and 21 Iraqi police inside the compound. What do you say to some-
one who has made the ultimate sacrifice? “Thank you” is a start but it 

seems woefully insufficient. 

You could say, “I respect your heroism.” You could also say, “I will not 
dishonor your sacrifice by belittling the cause for which you gave your 
life.” For whether a war is popular or unpopular, the sacrifice is the 

same for the more than one million men and women who died in ser-

vice of this nation in wars and conflicts since 1775. 

As the unofficial beginning of summer, let us never lose focus of what 
Memorial Day means. It is not about beaches, picnics or auto races. It 
is a day to remember. This Memorial Day, let us remember that free-
dom isn’t free. In fact, it’s only possible because our fallen heroes 

have paid its high price. 

Remembering our fallen comrades is not enough. The widows, widow-
ers, fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters and children remember every-
day. Their sacrifice was important, their sacrifice was noble and their 
sacrifice was permanent. May God bless them and their families and 

may God always bless America.    

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Commander: Robert Santo 

1st Vice Commander: Dennis Madden 

2nd Vice Commander: Dennis Giunta 

3rd Vice Commander: Kevin Farrell 

Adjutant: Ed O’Shea 

Finance Officer: Dennis Madden 

Chaplain: Donald Hope 

Service Officer: George Henry 

Judge Advocate: George Henry 

Historian: Allen Shaw 

Sgt. At Arms: Charles Armstrong 

Membership: Dennis Madden 

Committeemen: Robert Santo 

                          Dennis Madden 

It is with great pleasure that we present our new 

elected officers for 2008/2009.  Our Post is blessed 

with an active membership of individuals willing to 

take a leadership role in guiding our Post forward. 

We can all be proud of our accomplishments in the 

community, new friendships we have made and mo-

ments we have shared.  Get ready for another great 

year-be active, participate and enjoy yourself!   


